
Portland Playhouse 

Portland Civic Player 

231 Maple St. 

Portland, MI   48872 

Fall play 2007 -  Hometown Christmas November 30, December 1,2,7,8,9 

Show Times: Friday & Saturday 8 p.m.  Sunday Matinee:  3 p.m. 

 

Spring Play 2008 - On Bended Knee - a Passion Play 

  March 7,8,9,14,15,16 (Final performance on Palm Sunday) 

Fall Play 2008 - To Be Announced at a later date 

 
Come visit us at www.Portlandmichigan.com/CivicPlayers 

Thespian Editor: Mary Teachout    If you have something you would 
like to see in a future newsletter email me at 
mary_teachout@yahoo.com 

Let it be Christmas! 
It does not seem possible that a year has passed since my last  
article in the Thespian regarding “Fiddler on the Roof”. Now I am 
sharing with you some of the happenings in our production of 
“Hometown Christmas.”  
This show is a departure from most of the musical productions we 
have done in the past, but nonetheless will still bring pleasure to 
our audiences. 
We will be performing some great Christmas music with our      
children’s and adult choruses, dancing (including an Irish dance) 
and Elvis (he is still in the building!); and many fun surprises.  One 
aspect of this show we are particularly proud of is the local          
involvement.  Many ‘hometown’ businesses have pitched in to 
make this show a sure success.  Country Cupboard, Two Cheeky     
Monkies, Distinctive Occasions, and Portland Printing are helping 
out - just to name a few!  Those attending the Sunday matinees will 
get the joy of prelude music presented by the Portland Orchestral 
Society.  This truly is a group effort! 
We hope that you will join us for an evening of     
entertainment for the whole family – call for          
reservations soon! 
Anne Eddy 
Director   



President / Theatre Manager’s Bits ‘n’ Pieces 
John Tannery 

It is hard to believe that we are nearing the end of yet another year. The Players have had a good year 
though. The spring play "Bell, Book and Candle" followed by our Summer Theatre Program went well. 
We had 4 directors doing 4 plays and the weather was a little more cooperative this year as it was not 
quite so hot.  
Our biggest project this year was the purchase of a new furnace. Not only were our old ones costing us 
money in repairs on account of their age, but they were not energy efficient either, thus increasing our 
gas bills. That being said, this spring we took bids for 2 new heating units and opted to go with ESI  
Heating. Surprisingly, they gave us back a percentage of our cost to help us out which totaled a little 
over $1,000 in our favor. We are very appreciative to ESI Heating for helping us out and now that the 
new furnaces have been installed, we even have some heat in the lobby!! "Thank You Eric Simon and 
Nick Bengel of ESI Heating!"  
The last storm that we had, we discovered water coming in our side door and running into the basement. 
Lanny Reed came to our rescue, found the problem (a badly plugged spout) and in the process of  
cleaning that out, found that we also need new rain gutters on the side of the theatre. We are in hopes of 
taking care of that yet this fall so to prevent water from coming into the theatre. We also discovered we 
need new shingles on our Miller addition as well as some air vents. It looks like we have a spring project.  
We are currently in rehearsal for our fall production which is something we are putting together called 
"Hometown Christmas”. It is to be presented November 30, Dec 1, 2, 7, 8 and 9. Ticket prices are $10.00 
for adults and $6.00 for children.  We have a great group of individuals rehearsing songs and dance 
numbers and we hope that you will plan to come and enjoy this "HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS" with us. 

Thanks for the Memories 
(reprinted from the May 1977 edition of the Thespian– Editor: Anne Eddy) 

VAUDEVILLE IS COMING TO THE PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE THIS WEEKEND when the 
Civic Players present their sixth annual Vaudeville Show—This one with the theme The 
Roaring Twenties.  Music, comedy, singing, and magic will all be a part of this G-rated 
entertainment for the whole family. This year we have been fortunate enough to get 
the Portland Senior Citizens Band to participate and add to the variety we’re able to  
offer. 

Acts this weekend will include the Musical Mop Ladies with Anne Eddy, Marie Cook, 
Janet Nichols, and Kathy Ockert; Weber, Jordan and Peake, with (naturally) Don We-
bert; Laurel, Hardy and Friend with Chris Peake, Kevin Platte and John Euvard; Humor 
with Lillian Phillips; Dancing with Cari Bladerson; singing with Vada Hummel and Fran 
Huhn; Magic with Wayne Owens (also known as Peanuts the Clown); a special act by 
Wayne Owens; tap dancing with Shirley Savitski; a sing-a-long; and surprises. 

Plan to attend Friday or Saturday night—May 20 or May 21 at the Portland Playhouse—
Doors open at 7:15—Show starts at 8:10. 

Membership 
We have some great shows coming up!  We would love to have you come join us! 
There are a variety of ways you can be a “Theatre Angel”: 

♦ $35/ single PATRON MEMBERSHIP (includes 1 seat for each production that 
year) 

♦ $60/couple  PATROM MEMBERSHIP (includes 2 seats for each production that 
year) 

♦ $20  ACTIVE/VOTING MEMBERSHIP (includes 1 seat for each production that 
year) 

♦ $20  YOUTH PATRON MEMBERSHIP (includes 1 seat for each production that 
year) 

If you would like to send a special donation you just need to specify what you 
would like it to go towards, stage equipment or general for example.  All      
memberships and donations will receive “The Thespian” newsletter—a great way 
to keep up with all the goings on!  Another perk to the membership is our ‘call 
service’.  You will receive a call from a box office to reserve your tickets! 

Mail to:  PORTLAND CIVIC PLAYERS, PO Box 344 Portland, MI  48875 

Indicate your name, address, phone number and what membership 
you would like. 

Thank You!!!  

Thoughts and Well Wishes! 
Marissa Seekamp, daughter of Craig and Molly Seekamp, mar-
ried Jim Boke June 16, 2007. They reside in Grand Rapids.                
Congratulations Rissy!! 

Ann and Bill Eddy recently celebrated their 50th wedding              
anniversary!!  Comhghairdeas (Gaelic for Congratulations) 


